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fore 1914. It became a dominant characteristic after igiS.1
The climax of this convergence of threats—the internal threat
to civil order and political stability from social tensions, and
the external threat to national security from the resurgence of
Germany and the breakdown of international peace—was
reached in 1936. The foreign-aided Cagoidard conspiracy was
symbolic. For these* reasons, just as the turn of the century had
been the climax of conflicts in the first half of the Republic's
history, so 1936 was the climax of conflicts in the second half.
There is even a similarity of pattern between the events of
these years of crescendo, 1905 and 1936. Each begins with a
political scandal—the Panama scandal and the Dreyfus case
corresponding to the Stavisky scandal of 1934. Each crisis pro-
duced street riots and demonstrations, especially in Paris. Each
was tackled by a belated rallying of the parties of the Left to
'save the Republic'—the Bloc des Gauches in 1905 and the Front
Populaire in 1936. Each domestic crisis coincided with a clim-
acteric in foreign affairs—the Anglo-French Entente in 1904
and the German re-militarization of the Rhineland in 1936.
Each was accompanied by the formulation (again belatedly)
of a comprehensive programme of social and economic re-
forms, doomed to fragmentary fulfilment. The whole history
of the Third Republic was dominated by the curious rhythm of
one supreme crisis every generation—in the five years before
1875, before 1905 and before 1940,
The nature of the 'modern challenge' to French democracy
can best be examined by considering the circumstances and the
response to the last beat of this rhythm, in 1936. But it can only
be fully understood in the light of the connexions and transi-
tions between these three great crises. The ground common to
all is the challenge of war to national security, and the reper-
cussions of the experience of war on the national outlook and
institutions. The transition from one crisis to the other is due to
the changing balance of social forces inside France—this bal-
1 These constitutional and financial reforms are discussed below,
pp. -184 ff. and 192 ff. Cf. Pierre Renouvin: The Forms of War
Government in France (1927); and G. Jeze and H. Truchy: The War
Finance of France (1927).

